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SIR: 

I, Masuo SUYAMA , hereby declare as 

follows: 

Bachelor of Engineering and 
1. I received Master of Engineering in Applied physics 

from University of Tokyo ' m 1980 and 1982 



' I am presently employed at . 

Manager 



FUJITSU LIMITED 



as 



3. A list of my publications is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 



4. I have been involved in research in the field of Qptical Communication 
for the past 19 years. 



5. I have read the specification and claims of the present application, the Office 
Action mailed on June 23, 2000, and the references cited therein. 



6. The placing of an optical filter upstream of an optical amplifier, as disclosed in 
Heidemann, (U.S. Patent No. 5,335,109), in Fig. 15 of the above-mentioned application 
would result in a filter being placed on the optical fiber transmission path 1 in Fig. 15. 



7. There is no teaching in Heidemann to place the optical fiber between the coupler 
10 and photo diode 1 1 in Fig. 15, the coupler 10 being upstream of the optical fiber 
amplifier 2 in Fig. 15, as claimed in claims 15-19 of the above-mentioned application. 

8. The only optical coupler disclosed, taught, or suggested anywhere in Heidemann 
is the pump coupler 5 which is downstream of the erbium-doped fiber 3. 
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9. Heidemann is directed towards greater control over the level of an electrical 
output signal produced by an optical to electrical transducer. 

1 0. The use of optical filters in Heidemann upstream and downstream from the 
optical amplifier aid in achieving the greater control over electrical output since they 
absorb extraneous pump light from a pump source 4 that controls the gain of the erbium- 
doped optical fiber amplifier 3. 

11. In contrast, the optical filter claimed in the above-mentioned application is not 
directed towards gaining greater control over the optical and hence electrical output, but 
rather the optical filter claimed in the above-mentioned application is directed towards 
ascertaining the level of the optical input. 

12. Aida et al. is not directed towards determining the level of the optical input, as is 
the invention claimed herein. 
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I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 
of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the above-referenced application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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